[Cervical emphysema caused by Forestier's disease].
Diffuse idiopathic skeletal hyperostosis is a rare cause of dysphagia, preferentially affecting older men. This condition is also known as Forestier's malady, being characterized by a paravertebral ossification of 4 contiguous vertebrae at least. Seldom is the last etiology evoked for high dysphagia after other possible diagnosis exclusion. The diagnosis is confirmed by standard or contrast radiography. Introductory treatment is medical, being the surgery indicated for serious or resisting cases. One case is reported with dysphagia as primary sign of Forestier's malady, and review of possible diagnostic exams and treatments.